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MULTIPLE SUBJECT
CREDENTIAL
The Multiple Subject Credential Program prepares students to teach
kindergarten through eighth grade in multi-subject classrooms. The
program is designed to allow students to teach in any classroom, but
particularly those in urban schools; to think from a developmental and
constructivist perspective; to work with colleagues and families for the
promotion of student growth; and to grapple with the social, moral, and
political dilemmas of teaching practice. We believe that elementary
teachers attend to the positive development of the whole child by
successfully integrating the aims of authority with caring, and the aims
of academic rigor with playfulness and mindful joy.
This teaching credential program accomplishes these goals through
the constant interplay of theory and practice, by offering fieldwork and
course work simultaneously, and through the close personal attention
that our intimate community of learners provides. The program
prepares our students to be successful teachers in schools as they
exist currently, and at the same time, to change them to better meet
students' needs.
Graduates of the program are eligible to apply for a California
preliminary teaching credential; this credential is reciprocal in most
states.

Distinctive Features
• Cohort-based program: The program year begins with a late
summer course in mathematical understanding in elementary
school teaching. The program also includes a late summer retreat
where you meet other new students and the faculty—the people
who will become colleagues as you enter the teaching profession.
• Coherent curriculum: Course work reflects a group of core
principles (https://www.mills.edu/academics/graduateprograms/education/our-principles.php) which have been
developed by the faculty. Faculty meet regularly to ensure the
principles are reflected in the program's course work and fieldwork
components.
• Professional focus: Throughout the program, students
have multiple opportunities to discuss the roles and ethical
responsibilities of teaching, including the specialized body of
knowledge that characterizes the work and a set of core ethical
commitments that guides it.
• Inquiry stance: Learning is at the heart of good teaching. The
program prepares students with the knowledge, skills, and
dispositions necessary to base their teaching on what and how
students learn.

Course Work
The teaching credential course work integrates theory and practice
to prepare students to teach in an urban setting and is guided by
an overarching concern for social justice. See the Requirements
(p. 1) page for a list of courses required for this program; see the
Course Descriptions (https://catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/
education/#coursestext) page for paragraph-length descriptions of
individual courses.

Fieldwork
Over the course of the program, students work alongside an
experienced cooperating teacher in two different settings and at two
different grade levels: one semester in primary (K–3), and one semester
in upper elementary (3–6). In addition to the cooperating teacher,
students have a Mills supervisor who visits the classroom twice each
month and provides weekly guidance and feedback as students learn
to teach.
Students also have a weekly seminar with their elementary school
supervisors and colleagues to discuss and grapple with the
complexities of classroom experiences.

Completing the MA
Students in the Multiple Subject Credential Program may continue
their studies to complete their MA through the MEET Program (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/ma-educationemphasis-teaching) or the MA in education with an emphasis in early
childhood education (https://catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/
education/ma-early-childhood-education).

Career Opportunities
Graduates from the Multiple Subject Credential Program obtain jobs
in public, charter, and independent schools in the San Francisco Bay
Area and beyond, though most teach in urban public schools. The Mills
Career Services Office provides support in finding these placements,
and our large network of alumnae/i is an invaluable resource in the job
search process.

Requirements
While the multiple subject credential program prepares students
to teach in any self-contained K–8 classroom, it is recommended
for those interested in teaching grades K–6. This work is generally
completed in conjunction with a master of arts degree program with an
emphasis on teaching.
Code

Title

Hours

Requirements
EDUC 236

Development and Learning : Infancy through
Adolescence

3

EDUC 300A
& EDUC 300B

Curriculum and Instruction in the Elementary
School
and Curriculum and Instruction in the Elementary
School

6

EDUC 303A
& EDUC 303B

Teaching Children Mathematics and Science I
and Teaching Children Mathematics II

6

EDUC 347A
& EDUC 347B

Introduction to the Profession of Teaching
Diverse Learners
and Introduction to the Profession of Teaching
Diverse Learners

6

EDUC 349

Perspectives on Disability, Inclusion, and
Assessment

2

EDUC 352

English Language Development and Content
Instruction Methods-Multiple Subj.

3

EDUC 373A
& EDUC 373B

Student Teaching in the Elementary School
4-24
and Student Teaching in the Elementary School

EDUC 379A
& EDUC 379B

Teaching Reading and LA: Elem.
and Teaching Lang Arts: Elementary

6
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Related Programs
Teacher Education
• Multiple Subject Credential (p. 1)
• MA in Education, Early Childhood Education (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/ma-earlychildhood-education)
• Single Subject Credential in Humanities (Art, English, or Social
Science) (https://catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/
education/single-subject-credential-humanities)
• Single Subject Credential in Mathematics or Science (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/single-subjectcredential-math-science)
• MA in Education (MEET) (https://catalog.mills.edu/graduate/
programs/education/ma-education-emphasis-teaching)
• Language, Culture, and Trauma Certificate in Teaching (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/languageculture-trauma-certificate-teaching)

Early Childhood Education
• MA in Early Childhood Education—MA/ECE (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/ma-earlychildhood-education)
• Early Childhood Multiple Subject Credential—MA/ECE/MSC
(https://catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/
early-childhood-multiple-subjects-credential)
• MA in Education, Child Life in Hospitals—MA/ECE/CL (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/ma-educationchild-life--hospitals)
• Early Childhood Special Education Credential—MA/ECE/ECSE
(https://catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/
early-childhood-special-education-credential)
• Early Childhood Special Education Child Life Credential—MA/
ECE/CL/ECSE (https://catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/
education/early-childhood-special-education-child-lifecredential)
• MA in Early Childhood Leadership—MA/ECL (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/ma-earlychildhood-leadership)

Educational Leadership
• MA in Educational Leadership (https://catalog.mills.edu/graduate/
programs/education/ma-educational-leadership)
• Early Childhood Leadership (https://catalog.mills.edu/
graduate/programs/education/ma-early-childhoodleadership)
• Independent School Leadership (https://catalog.mills.edu/
graduate/programs/education/ma-educational-leadershipemphasis-independent-school-leadership)
• Joint MBA/MA in Educational Leadership (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/joint-degree-programs/joint-mbamaeducational-leadership)
• Doctorate (EdD) in Educational Leadership (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/edd)
• focus on Community College Leadership (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/education/edd/
#requirementstext)

• Administrative Services Credential (https://catalog.mills.edu/
graduate/programs/education/administrative-services-credential)

Infant Mental Health
• Infant Mental Health (https://catalog.mills.edu/graduate/
programs/infant-mental-health/ma-infant-mental-health)
• Infant Mental Health with Special Education Credential (https://
catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/infant-mental-health/mainfant-mental-health-with-credential)

Accelerated Degree Programs
• BA/MA Child Development & Elementary Education (https://
catalog.mills.edu/undergraduate/accelerated-degree-programs/
bama-child-development-elementary-education)
• BA/MA Early Childhood Education (https://catalog.mills.edu/
undergraduate/accelerated-degree-programs/bama-childdevelopmentearly-childhood)
• BA/MA Early Childhood Special Education/Teaching Credential
(https://catalog.mills.edu/undergraduate/accelerated-degreeprograms/bama-child-developmentearly-childhood-specialeducation-credential)
• BA/MA Education/Teaching Credential (https://catalog.mills.edu/
undergraduate/accelerated-degree-programs/bama-teachereducation)
• BA/MA Infant Mental Health (https://catalog.mills.edu/
undergraduate/accelerated-degree-programs/bama-infantmental-health)

Certificates
Waldorf Education (https://catalog.mills.edu/graduate/programs/
education/certificate-in-waldorf-education)

